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‘Patton’

Continued from A3

that finally convinced George
C. Scott to take the part of Pat-
ton — a role that would win
him the Best Actor Oscar —
after he had turned it down
once before.

Scott was not alone, Sa-
rantakes said, John Wayne,
Robert Mitchum, Rod Serling
and Bert Lancaster all turned
the part down, he said. Inter-
estingly, Ronald Reagan ex-
pressed an interest in it, but
was not seriously considered.

However, Coppola’s screen-
play would have meant a
nine-hour movie, so after
Coppola left the project, Mc-
Carthy brought in Edmund
H. North to cut it down to its
final 2 hour-12 minute run
time,

Although Patton’s family
members did not cooperate
with the moviemakers, Sa-
rantakes said they eventually
loved Scott’s portrayal of the
famed World War II general.

Only two aspects of the gen-
eral were altered, he said. The
movie portrays him as some-
what rebellious. Not so, Saran-
takes said.

“Patton was no rebel. He
knew how to play the politi-
cal game inthe Army,” he said.

Secondly, Scott’s gravelly
voice was nothing like Pat-
ton’s.

“Actually, Patton sounded a
lot like H. Ross Perot,” Saran-
takes said,

One of the highest-grossing

war movies of all time, when
adjusted for inflation, “Patton”
also was highly influential, Sa-
rantakes said. It hecame Pres-
ident Richard M, Nixon’s fa-
vorite movie, he said, and the
famed opening sequence of Pat-
ton's rallying speech infront of
ahuge American flaghas been
used by others for motivational
reasons.

Marine Corps Lt. Col. Oli-
ver North used a nearly iden-
tical scene at the U.S. Naval
Academy, Sarantakes said, to
convince midshipmen to con-
sider a career in the Corps.
Andeven “The Simpsons” ani-
mated series based one of its
episodes on the movie, he said.

Sarantakes included lots
of smaller details in his book,
including the fact that Scott
showed up for the opening
scene shoot hungover, but did
it in one take.

It was no coincidence that
Gen. Omar Bradley, played by
Karl Malden, comes off asahe-
roic figure in the movie. Since
the Patton family did not coop-
erate, producers hired Brad-
ley, a close confidant to Patton
during World War II, as a con-
sultant for the movie, he said.
And director Franklin Schaff-
ner only got the job after several
others, including John Huston,
turned it down.

“‘Patton’ was a superior
piece of art that inspired
strong reactions,” Sarantakes
said, “because it appealed to
simple myths, but actually re-
flected complex realities.”

Baker@NewportRI.com



